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The last term of the year was a time of celebrations, cheering on our boys
progressing to the next grades and farewelling our year 12s with their graduation
and formal. The academy also held its inaugural Awards academy and welcomed

another team member. Other highlights to round of the term were the visits to
nearby communities, Aurukun, Mapoon and Lockhart River. It was a short term but

one that leaves us feeling positive and ready to tackle 2022! 

Wedgetails Term 4 Re-cap

Have you met Calvin?..
The newest recruit is a former Navy sailor who has joined Clontarf this term.

Being a former resident of Weipa and having family ties to the Napranum
and Mapoon area, Calvin comes equipped with strong ties to the community
as well as a natural passion for working with our students. He is an always

smiling character who has already made the transition from stranger to
mentor and will fit the Western Cape College mould perfectly. Welcome to

the team Calvin!

 Nickname: Calbo 
Hobbies: Fishing, camping, hunting,

running/triathlons.
Favourite footy team: St George

Dragons.
Advice for youngsters: Your attitude is

crucial.
Who is your idol: David Goggins 

Best thing about Clontarf: Watching the
smiles on the kids faces when we have

activities/games.   
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Inaugural Academy Awards Night
 The school and local community came together in the PAC building
to recognise the efforts of the academy members, look back at the
amazing year that has been and to celebrate the first graduating

WCC Clontarf Academy members. A special thanks goes out to the
student teachers, Hayden, Jayden and Joe, who manned the BBQ
and to Mr Matthew Stroud who took care of the transport. It was a

positive first awards night and one event we look forward to building
upon.

 
 

5&6 End of Year Camp
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The WCC Clontarf took to the outdoors this term with the “Western Cape
Survivor”. The activity went through outdoor skills and information to assist the

boys when in the wilderness. Collaborating with the Local rangers as well as the
Rural fire service, the boys learnt several skills such as making an impromptu
water filter, useful knots and ties as well as orienteering. The sessions also

included information around what to do during and preventing bush fires, best
place to find potable water and good on-country practices. The activity

highlighted the important work the Napranum Rangers and the Rural fire
service do to manage the land and also introduce the boys to different line of

work that may interest them. A big thank you to Sean and the Napranum
Ranger crew and Jak from DFES.

 

Western Cape Survivor

Wide World of Sport
This term, the Year 5 & 6 cohorts

released some energy post-school
taking part in the “Wide World of Sport”.
The activity had the boys taking part in

a different sport each week in a fun,
respectful manner. The young men

showed great sportsmanship and are
quick to pick up the Clontarf ideals, a
positive sign of the men they will grow

up to be. 
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The camp for year 11 WCC Clontarf academy
was far from creature comforts on Chilli beach.

A first for nearly all the boys (as well as the
staff), the picturesque beach left a few jaws on

the ground. A visit into the Lockhart
Community also took place, Mr Brad Hurrell
from the school graciously welcomed us into

the school and the Community Art Gallery
impressed the boys. Back at camp, the

students enjoyed the cool east-coast breeze
and got to have their first one-on one chat with

FNQ Employment officer, Rod Jensen, to
discuss options post-school. Unfortunately, the
camp was cut short due to weather concerns
however plenty of rapport building happened

with the next leaders of WCC, we look forward
to a full year with the next graduates of the

Western Cape.
 
 

Yr 11 Leadership Camp

The Year 7 & 8 boys enjoyed their camp to the
surrounding areas of Weipa. Fishing and bush
walks were on the menu out at Red Beach and
Beauchat, and our young men showed pride
when taking us out on to their country. The

next destination was Aurukun, where the boys
lapped up the beautiful waterfront, and were

able to participate in a highly insightful cultural
session with the Koolkan Aurukun State School

and local elders. Special mention to Year 8
student Maurice Brumby who proactively stood

in front of everyone to talk about his own
culture and where his family is from, attributes
of a true leader! Well done fellas, and we look

forward to our next visit.
 

7&8 Wellbeing Camp
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Yr 12 Major Trip

The Western Cape Academy’s Year 12 Major Trip this year took our boys
down to Airlie Beach, and it was a smorgasbord of activities for what was many

of their furthest trip away from home. From snorkelling to stand-up paddle
boarding, laser tag to the pristine waters and sand of Whitehaven Beach, the

Whitsundays provided the perfect location for the Academy’s first group of
Year 12 leavers to celebrate the achievement of completing their schooling. Of

course fishing was on the menu, with the Western Cape boys pulling in a
massive haul that tasted delicious and was thoroughly enjoyed by all! The

future is bright for these young men, and we look forward to seeing what they
achieve in the years to come. 
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Year 6 Teacher, Matt Smith is in his third year here in the Western Cape and has been a
supporter of the Academy since its arrival. He suits the Weipa lifestyle perfectly with
fishing and camping high on his hobby list. Though only in teaching for the last three

years, the former butcher’s easy-going personality and calm demeanour has been a real
asset to the school, having allowed him to build positive relationships with the young

students of WCC. Thanks for all the support Matt!

Teacher Profile

Nickname: Schmiddy

Favourite school subject: HPE, Science 

Favourite footy team: Cronulla Sharks 

Message for youngsters: Surround

yourself with positive people, eat healthy

and remember, ‘hard work beats talent

when talent doesn’t work hard’. 

Remembrance Day saw the year 9 and 10 cohort in our
neighbouring communities for their wellbeing camp. As a lot
of our students have ties with these two areas, it is always
an amazing experience to interact within and learn more
about where the boys originate.  
 The academy members led from the front in Mapoon,
organising mini-games for the primary school students as
well as taking part in the ceremony to remember the fallen
In Aurukun community a opportunity to see the famous for
the “Camp Dog” sculptures made by the elders. It was a
privileged experience for the academy to enjoy interactive
talks with the creators, learn the history intricacies of the art
and the see the local culture thriving in today’s world. 
We look forward to our next visits to both areas and
learning more about the beautiful Cape.

 
 
 
 

Year 9&10 Well-Being Camp
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